


CROWNING

1

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. Father, give your blessing.

1EN God said:
‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
the birds of the air, and the cattle,
and over all th~ wild animals
and all the creatures that crawl on the ground.”
God created man in his image;
in the divine image he created him;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, saying to them:
“Be fertile and multiply;
fill t” 2 earth and ubdue it.
Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the
air,
and all the living things that move on the earth.”
God looked at everything he had made,
and he fc-nd it very ~ood.

Praise be to God always.

753



CROWNING

2

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. Father, give your blessing.

1E Lord God said:
‘It is not good for the man to be alone.
1 will make a suitable partner for him.”
So the Lord God formed out of the ground
various wild animals and various birds of the air,
and he br.ught them to the man to see what he would call
them;
whatever the man called each of them would be its name.
The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the
air,
and all the wild animals;
but none proved to be the suitable partner for e man.

So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man,
and while he was asleep,
he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh.
The Lor. God then built up into a woman
the rib that he had taken from the man.
Y'When he brought her to the man,
the man said:
“This one, at last, is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
This one shall be called ‘woman,’
for out of ‘her man’ this one has been taken.”
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That is why a man leaves his father and mother and
clings to his wife, and the two of them become one body.

Praise be to God always.





















CROWNING

A Reading from the Song of Songs. Father, give your blessing.

ere he comes
the mountains,
leaping across the hills.

My lover is like a gazelle
or a young stag.

Here I - stands behind our wall,
gazing th ough the windows,
pee-ing through the lattices.

My lover speaks; he says to me,
“Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one,
and come!

“0 my dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the secret recesses of the cliff,
Let me see you,
let me hear your voice,
For your voice is sweet,
and you are lovely.”
My lover belongs to me and I to him.

_et ___e as a seal on your heart,
as a seal on your arm.
For stern as death is love,
relentless as the nether world is devotion;
its flames are a blazing fire.
Deep waters cannot quench love,
nor floods sweep it away.

Praise be to God always.
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—ROWNING

9

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. Father, give your
blessing.

1E days are coming, says the Lord,
vhen I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel
and the house of Judah.
It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers
the day I took them by the hand to lead them forth
from the land of Egypt.
But this is the covenant which I will make with the
house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord.
I will place my law within them, and write it upon their
hearts;
I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
No longer will they have need to teach their friends and
kinsmen
how to know the Lord.
All, fro least to greatest, shall know me, says the " .ord.

Praise be to God always.
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CROWNING

13

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians.
Father, give your blessing.

ROTHERS and Sisters:
The body, however, is not for immorality,
but tor the Lord, and the Lord is for the body;
God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.

Do you n tknow that your bodies are members of Christ?

But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit
with him.

Avoid immorality.

Every other sin a person commits is outside the body,

but the immoral person sins against his own body.

Do you not know

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit withi.. y...,

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

For you have been purchased at a price.

Therefore, glorify God in your body.

Praise be to God always.
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CROWNING

15

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to t : Ephesians. Father, give
your blessing.

ROTHERS and Sisters:

Live in love,
as Christ loved us and handed himself over for us
as a sacrificial offering to God for a fragrant aroma.

Husbar 1s, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church
and handed himself over for her
to sanctify her, clea sing her by the bath of water with
the word,
that he might present to himself the church in splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
that she might be holy and without blemish.
So also husbar ~ T™ould “)ve their wi es as their ¢
bodies.
He who loves his wife loves himself.
For no one hates his own flesh but rather nourishes and
cherishes it, even as Christ does the church,
because we are members of his body.
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and
his mother
and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh.”
This is a great mystery,
but I speak in reference to Christ and the church.

Praise be to God always.
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CROWNING

17

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians. Father,
give your blessing.

ROTHERS and Sisters:
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,
and patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against another;,
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do.
And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of
perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts,
the peace into which you were also called in one bodv.
And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,
singing psalms, hymns, and sp! ituz_ songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Praise be to od always.
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ROTHERS and Sisters:
Let mutual love continue.
Do not ne~lect hospitality,
for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels.
Be mindful ~f prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment,
and of the ill-treated as of yourselves, .or you also are in
the body.
Let marriage be honored among all
and the marriage bed be kept undefiled.
Let your life be free from love of money
but be content with what you have,
" T ‘ha aid,“Iwillr ver forsake you or &._andon you.”
Thus we may say with confidence:
“The Lord is my helper,
and I will not be afraid.”

Praise be to God always.
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CROWNING

20

A Reading from the First Letter of Saint John. Father, give your bless-
ing.

HILDREN:
Let us love not in word or speech but in deed and
truth.

Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth

and rez sure our hearts before him in whatever our hearts
condemn,

for God is ~reater than our hearts and knows everything.

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,

we have confidence in God and receive from him what-
ever we ask,

because we keep his commandments and do what plea :
him.

And his commandment is this:

we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,

and love one another just as he commanded us.

Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and
he ' | them,

and the way we know that he remains in us

is from the Spirit that he gave us.

Praise be to God always.
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